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Minister for Health meets potential providers of services and 
training in UK 

 
The Minister for Health and the Environment, Dr John Cortes, last week 
attended the meeting of the Joint Boards of the South West London Primary 
Care Trusts as a guest of its Chair, Sian Tate.  The Board meeting and 
meetings with both the Chair and Executive Officer, Jane Chalmers, touched 
on matters relating to the holding of such meetings in public and on senior 
health management structures. 
 
Dr Cortes also visited Salisbury General Hospital and met with the Chairman 
of the Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust, Luke March, Chief Executive, Peter 
Hill, and Director of Corporate Development, Laurence Arnold, as well as 
senior nurses and doctors. These discussions centred on health service 
organisational structures and the use of Information Technology in healthcare. 
Dr Cortes visited its innovative facilities in this, one of the UK's leading 
hospitals, including the Accident & Emergency Department, the Medical 
Admissions Unit, Stroke Unit, Day Surgery facilities and the surgical 
appointments hub. 
 
The third stage of the visit was based in St George’s Hospital in Tooting, 
South London, with which Gibraltar has a number of links.  Discussions here 
centred on community health care, given the GHA's interest in developing 
care in the home as part of its progressive health strategy.  Discussions were 
held with a number of St George’s Hospital Healthcare officials, including 
Alison Benincasa, Associate Chief Officer for Older People and Neurological 
Rehabilitation Services and Neal Deans, Director of Estates and Facilities. 
 
A visit also took place at Epsom Cottage Hospital, a medical facility run by a 
Primary Care Trust. 
 
Dr Cortes was also briefed during the course of his visit on the current 
controversial changes being undergone by the NHS at national level. 
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Commenting on his visit, the Minister for Health and the Environment said; "All 
we hear in Gibraltar is controversial news reports of changes in NHS 
administration at national level, and not the important improvements being 
introduced by some of the NHS Trusts in both hospital and community 
services.  The visit has established excellent contacts with new potential 
providers of services and training.  It has helped in planning improvements in 
the organisation of the GHA, including the holding of Board meetings in public 
and in identifying possible improvements in the way we deliver health care in 
Gibraltar.” 
 

 

 


